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Ancient Advent
10 November through 24 December

The season of Advent is a sacred time of year during which Christians prepare their hearts 
and minds to celebrate the miracle of the Incarnation at Christmas. In most western church-
es, the season of Advent lasts for only four weeks, beginning around the start of December. 
Unfortunately, in our materialistic, consumer-driven culture, both Christmas and Advent have 
lost their impact and been drowned out amidst the "holiday shopping season." By the time 
Advent arrives, we have already been bombarded with carols and lights and presents and 
Santa Claus for weeks on end. 
To counteract this, a number of churches are returning to the observance of the ancient sev-
en-week season of Advent. This allows us to spend more time in prayer and quiet contem-
plation at a time when we need it most. For more information, check out theadventprojec-
t.org/resources.  

Advent Quiet Day
Saturday 23 November • 9am-3pm • Lunch provided

Part of the reason for our tradition of observing Ancient Advent is to infuse our lives with the 
spirituality of Advent before the headlong rush of the shopping season begins. Our Advent 
Quiet Day this year is geared toward helping us cultivate our spiritual life in the midst of the 
many pressures of retail madness. 
Br Lee Hughes, OP will introduce the spirituality of ‘The Jesus Prayer,’ one of the great tradi-
tions of the Orthodox church. The Jesus Prayer is both childlike in its simplicity and deeply 
scriptural—a fusion of great spiritual power. And the way this ‘prayer of the heart’ focuses 
our whole being on the Name of Jesus has, for hundreds of years, taken ordinary people far 
along in their journey into the heart of God’s love.  
Join us as we explore the spirituality of the Jesus Prayer; you’ll be glad you did!  
For more information, talk with Br Lee or Fr Craig.  

Thanksgiving Day
Thursday 28 November at 10:00 am Church 

Low Mass
Thanksgiving at St Mary’s begins with a contemplative Low Mass This is a perfect way to center 
oneself and give personal thanks to God—before the pressures of the day begin to occupy our 
minds with visions of Cranberry, Pumpkin, Green Bean Casserole, and Brussels Sprouts. Oh! and 
turkey! By all means Turkey! 
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Thursday 28 November at 12:00 pm Parish Hall
Parish Thanksgiving Dinner

The dinner will be served at 12:00 following the Thanksgiving Day Mass. The parish will provide 
the main course, and we are asking for you to bring a favorite side dish, anything from dessert to 
a drink. The following table might guide your potluck preparation: 
      If your last name begins with the following ranges of letters, consider bringing 

A-L Side dish… Hot vegetables, potatoes, etc. 
M-R Dessert… Pie, Cake, etc. 
S-Z Salad… Green salad, jello salad, etc. 

Please let Cheak Yee know what you are planning to bring by email at twcy85323@yahoo.com or 
by phone at 623.404.3159. All are invited. We do not want anyone to be alone on Thanksgiving 
Day. 
No RSVP is necessary; just show up! 

Adult Book Encounter
Next meeting Wednesday, 20 November 2019 at 10 am

Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt by Anne Rice
Yes, that Anne Rice!

With the Holy Land in turmoil, seven-year-old Jesus and his family leave Egypt for the dangerous 
road home to Jerusalem. As they travel, the boy tries to unlock the secret of his birth and compre-
hend his terrifying power to work miracles. Anne Rice's dazzling, kaleidoscopic novel, based on 
the gospels and the most respected New Testament scholarship, summons up the voice, the 
presence, and the words of Jesus, allowing him to tell his own story as he struggles to grasp the 
holy purpose of his life. 
Join us on Wednesdays for Morning Prayer at 9.00 am followed by coffee and conversation, if 
you can. The book encounter begins at 10.00. We’ll be glad to order copies for you; just ask 
Fr Craig or contact Karen Dura: karen@stmarysphoenix.org  

Saint Mary’s Prayer Group
Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all of the Lord’s people.    Ephesians 6:18

St. Mary’s prayer group is an important ministry that allows each of us to request prayers for our 
family and friends who may be in need of comfort, healing, courage, guidance, or hope. It can 
also be an opportunity to offer God our prayer of thanksgiving and praise. 
If you would like to request prayers or be a participating member of St. Mary’s Prayer Group 
please contact Margarett Brewer by email at mbrewer2726@gmail.com 
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Bible Study: The Prophet Isaiah 
Thursdays, at 7 pm • Library

The prophet Isaiah was a very important Scripture for the early church; quoted in the New 
Testament and Patristic writings with great frequency. Many of the most famous texts in 
Handel’s Messiah are from this prophet’s writings. On Thursdays at 7:00 pm we will be sitting 
down in the church library to take a closer look at Isaiah to see what the fuss was all 
about. See Holly Heckart or Lee Hughes to find out more. 

Children and Youth
Sundays at 10am

Sunday School 
Our youngest parishioners attend Christian Education classes each Sunday morning at 10 
am during the school year. Based upon the scripture lessons appointed for the day, they 
provide an opportunity for adults and young people to talk about the Gospel at home. Our 
young people join the rest of the congregation mid-way through Mass during the Exchange 
of the Peace.  

Sunday 24 November, following Mass 

Fall Bake Sale for Summer Camp Scholarships
Just in time for Thanksgiving, the Youth of the Parish will be holding their annual fall Bake 
Sale. Stock up on goodies to get you through the Thanksgiving weekend festivities. 

Outreach
Prison Clothing Donations

Women’s clothing is now being collected for distribution to female prisoners who are ending 
their terms and returning to society. New or gently used clean clothing in good condition 
may be donated, as well as hygiene items. Please speak with Carol Roberts (602-312-3269) 
or John Roberts (602-312-4785) for more information. 

Support Saint Mary’s While You Shop 

Amazon Smile Program 

Shop for people on your gift list 
this holiday at smile.amazon.com/
ch/86-0170321 and Amazon do-
nates to Saint Mary’s Episcopal 
Church Weekly Worship 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0170321
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0170321
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0170321
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0170321
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0170321
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0170321


Weekly Worship
Daily Office 

Morning Prayer (Matins) • Mon-Sat at 9:00 am :: coffee & conversation follow
Evening Prayer (Said Evensong) • Mon -Fri at 5:00 pm 

 Weekday Low Mass • Wednesdays • following Matins 
Sundays

Matins • 8.30 am • Chapel
Rosary • 9:00 am • Chapel
Solemn Mass • 10:00 am • Church
Sext (Benedictine Noonday Prayer) • following Mass • Chapel 

Mark your calendars 
Advent Quiet Day • Saturday 23 November • 9am-3pm • Church 
Desert Overture Symphony Concert • Sunday 8 December • 3 pm • Church 
Campanillas del Sol Handbell Concert • Sunday 15 December • 4pm • Church 
Greening of the Church • the week of 16 December  

Regular Meetings
Book Encounter for Adults • Wednesdays at 10:00 am • Parish House 
Bible Study :: Isaiah • Thursdays at 7:00 pm • Library 
NA • every night of the year at 10pm • usually in the Parish Hall 
Vestry Meeting • Saturday 16 November at 9:00 am • Chapel/Parish House 
Saint Anne’s Guild • Sunday 1 December following coffee hour • Library 
Union of Black Episcopalians • Sunday, 1 December at 1:00 pm • Parish House 
Outreach and Evangelism • Sunday 10 November following coffee hour • Library 
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St Mary’s Episcopal Church • Phoenix 
Intercessions :: 10 November 2019

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  

For our guests this day, and for the newest members of StMarysPeople. 
For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Primate; and Jennifer, our own 
Bishop 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Lusitanian Church
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Phoenix and 
our Companion Diocese, Navajoland  
For our Companion Parish: St Mary’s Church, Brooklyn, NY 
For St Mary’s People; our Rector, Wardens, Bishop’s Committee; and all others 
who minister in and through this Congregation: especially the Congregation of 
Santa Maria. 
For our Priest Associates, The Revd Dr Gordon Bardos, and The Revd Canon 
Frank Clark, and for our associate homilist, Michal Anne Pepper. 
For monastics and their communities, especially The Community of Solitude; the 
Oblates of the Servants of Christ; The Anglican Order of Preachers (Dominican), 
and The Society of St John the Evangelist. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.  

Donald, our President; our Courts; and our Congress; Douglas, our Governor, and 
all others in civil authority among us.  
For this city, and our local community; our leaders, people, and those who work or 
visit here. 
For the protection, encouragement, and guidance by the Holy Spirit of our Police, 
Fire-Fighters, Paramedic Teams, and our Armed Forces:  
For our enemies, and, through Christ Jesus, for an end to our enmity. 

For all those of every religion who are suffering persecution, especially our sis-
ters and brothers in the Middle East and Africa; and for victims of terrorist acts 
around the world.



Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its re-
sources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.  

For all those who have dedicated themselves to fighting environmental degrada-
tion, reversing global climate change, and remediating all the other effects of our 
selfish and short-sighted exploitation of the natural world.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 

We give thanks to God:  
For manifold blessings, and answered prayers

For those celebrating birthdays this month 
Sophie Hernandez 11/4, Lauren Bell 11/6, Alice Pecoraro 11/11, Elinor Crocker 11/19, 
Fr. Frank Clark 11/24, Aboj Majak 11/26, Desiray Koko 11/29

For those celebrating anniversaries or special times in their lives, 
For prayers answered.  
For safe travel. 
For the beginnings of recovery. 
For our benefactors; for members of our congregation and their ministries among us 
and in the larger community;  

Especially for all those who make the joyful adventure of Christian financial stew-
ardship a key part of their allegiance to Christ and his kingdom.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  

For those who may be entering into treatment for serious illness, or who are in hos-
pital, rehabilitation, or recovering from treatment:  

Carole Kellerman, Ami Beiriger, Linda Feinberg, Phyllis Ross, George Price
For those who seek healing of mind, body, or spirit: 

Bobby, John Roberts, Yolanda, Margaret Woodall, Nay, Jeffrey, Lynn Boddy, Linda 
Lewandowski, Br Jeffrey Shy, Carol Roberts, Dr Philip Swanson, Dr David Wetsel, 
Franklin Bell, Kendra, Margaret Brewer, Scottie, Jim Pecora & Family, Marc Jared, 
Mario, Kristen R., Jerry, Sharon Aggers, Carol Jared, Rev. Craig Bustrin, Tom 
Richeson, Arlene Neminski, Michele Carvey, Nathan the son of Bishop Reddall, 
Vivian Whisler, and the members of our various Recovery Groups 
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For those commended to our intercessions: 
Betty Stively, Christina, Robbie, Anna May Beausoleil, Adam Sanders, Julie 
Meeks, Bill Delchamps, Jan Wethers, Carol Becket, Lisa Olken, Peggy McCall, 
Harrison Friedland, Ben, Lia, James Pelfrey, Bruce Ford, Erfel Trongcoso Dy, Feli-
cidad Dy, Gode Haguma, Chris, Carla, Lili, Angie C, Ken Hunter, Margaret & Jean, 
Charlie Holt
All those affected by hurricanes, earthquakes, wildfires, and other disasters 
around the world

For all those exploring a Religious vocation 
Lee McAfee-Hughes, Br Craig Smith

For those seeking jobs:  
Scottie

For those who are in prison:  
Adrian, Chris

For our absent sisters and brothers, and those who are shut-in:  
Margaret Brewer, Jean Daws, Virginia Smallwood, Barbara Brooks, Linda 
Dougherty

For those in hospice 
For those who may be terminally ill. 
For those who mourn 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be ful-
filled; and we pray that we may share with the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all your 
saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Every so often, we re-set our intercessions list when it has grown very lengthy. If you would 
like us to continue praying for someone who was previously on our Intercessions List, please 
contact Karen Dura (see below for phone and email) and we will be glad to add them to the 
list. Special prayer requests may be directed to our Intercessory Prayer Group by contacting 
the church office: 602 354 7540 • karen@stmarysphoenix.org or directly at 
mbrewer2726@gmail.com. 



St Mary’s-on-the-Web 

StMarysPhoenix.org 
facebook.com/StMarysPhoenix 
youtube.com/StMarysPhoenix 

smile.amazon.com

Monthly Attendance and Financial recap • October 2019
 Average Attendance  63 
 Operating income 
  Offerings      $14,750.36 
  Other operating income    1,162.21 
  Total operating income    15,912.57 
  Operating expenses    14,255.22 
  Capital Expenses       19,126.00 
  Deficit for October     17,468.65 

Please give thanks to God for all our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ who, 
through the gifts of their Time, Talent, and Treasure, are benefactors of our parish 
community. Without your generosity, St Mary’s would not be able to fulfill our 
common vocation: to offer our ‘utmost for God’s highest’ in worship, mission, and 
ministry—that lives may be transformed to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Purpose of St Mary’s Church is 

• to be an inviting, loving, diverse, inclusive, and Christ-centered com-
munity;

• to offer vibrantly-alive worship in the Great Tradition of the English 
Church;

• to empower people to use their gifts to serve others in Christ’s Name;
• to be a light to the community by generously sharing the resources God 

has given us. 


